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Taissia live with her parents in
Moscow. The two were charged with
planning to blow up a kindergarten

in a Moscow suburb. RIA-
Novosti/Mikhail Klimentyev

MOSCOW, Russia — In 2010 Kseniya
Ivanova and her daughter Taissia

were living the American Dream —
living in their own apartment in a

beautiful area of suburban Moscow.
Russian investigators say that they

met that year, when Taissia, 13, was
introduced to a Russian agent in the
United States who convinced her to
help him. There was, however, an
unexpected twist to their scheme:

The agent was an undercover police
officer and, on July 5, 2011, he

recorded the pair as he instructed
them to create a bomb out of

household chemicals. On Dec. 14
they were put on trial in a Moscow
court, with Taissia, then 15, giving
the prosecution a damning account

of their short affair. She said she
lied at first, but was so desperate to
get money that she then agreed to
help, and that she had recruited her

mother to do
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